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5. Location of Legal Description

.courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Fsgex Countv Registrv of Deeds

street & number 32 FPederal Street

city, town Salem state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys == =
' Inventory of the Historic
titke Assets of the Commonwealth has this property been determined eligible? - yes _X no

i HABS '
date —federal X state ... county ... local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission
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7. Descrlpt'on Marblehead Historic District, Marblehead, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
?S_ excetlent ____ deteriorated _ X unaltered £ originatl site

. good © _—__ruins — altered — moved date N/A
____ fair -...._ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Marblehead Historic District includes regsidential and institutional
structures which encompass the historic town center of Marblehead. The
district includes 988 properties which are densely sited and located
close to the town's waterfront area. The predominant building types
are free standing, wood frame houses dating from the early 18th to mid
19th century, but commercial, ingtitutional and religious structures
that date from this same period are also represented.

The district thus contains buildings which represent examples of architecture
that extend over a 250-year period. Intrusions in the nominated area

number 135 structures, and are defined by a construction date of less

than fifty years ago. In general, however, these newer buildings are
designed in a manner which respects the scale, fabric, and massing of

the older structures and therefore, new construction does not detract

from the small scale and intimate ambience of the district.

The town of Marblehead is located on a peninsula which extends northeasterly
from the mainland separating Salem Harbor from Marblehead Harbor. This i
1and mass forms the general boundaries of the town, and the historic '
town center is located on its southeasterly portion with its focus and '
center point being Market Square. -

'wo principal thoroughfares - Washington and Front Streets - serve as
the spines of the district and run generally parallel to the waterfront.
Numerous smaller roads, conforming to the hilly terrain, wind through
the area and often connect the major roads.

The nominated district incorporates the oldest section of Marblehead \
and thus 1is often calied "0ld Town." It is characterized by closely-
grouped wooden houses and shops crowded along narrow winding streets.

The irregular terrain, varying Foundation heights and terraced gardens
fesult in picturesque streetscapes composed largely of clapboard Georgian-
~+va houses. The original center - the Orne-Beacon Street area - was
Tocated at the northeast end of the Marblehead peninsula. It was sup-
planted in the 1720s by Market Square where King Street (State Street)

led down to the new wharf built in 1723 to accommodate the town's growing
overseas commerce. The Square formed by the juncture of State and
Washington Streets is dominated by the 0ld Town House (1727-1728), one

of the oldest public buildings in New Ingland which has been in continuous
ase. As the commercial and civic focus of town shifted to the Sguare,
formally called Training Field Hill, prestigious residential development
also evolved here. This growth is clearly seen today in the concentration
of high-style Georgian dwellings which characterize this section of
Washington Street. Throughout the rest of the district, seafarers'
gambrel-roofed houses abound, as do pitch-roofed half-houses. Substantial
Georgian resgidences are particularly well represented and there are

. number of three-story Federal period houses. Greek Revival and other
Later 19th century and early 20th century styles are less numerous in

the district. It is Marblehead's heritage of Georgian architecture,
however, that is mogt significant and prominent, reflecting the prosperity
of fishing and commerce before the Revolution.

(Continued)
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The Marblehead Historic District retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, and association. It forms a distinctiye
and cohesive grouping, both historically and architecturally; the district
includes the initial settlement area and the adjacent lands which were
densely built up prior to 1800. I& conserves its sense of time and place
through extraordinarily extensive and well preserved streetscapes and
architecture (tesidential, commercial, institutional) of the Georgian
period, forming the most intact of such resources remaining in the Common-
wealth. Complementing this major element are limited numbers of buildings
representing both earlier and later periods; for all categories out-
standing specific examples exist, several of which are already individually
listed on the National Register. The district embodies the historical
development of Marblehead from initial settlement through its most prominent
~era as a fishing and trading seaport in the 18th and early 19th centuries
to its revitalization as a popular summer resort, yachting and tourist
center during the late 19th century to the present. Furthermore, throughout
its history, Marblehead has been the birthplace or residence of numerocus
notable persons’ who have madé significant’ contributions to curients of
state, local and national history. The Matrblehead Historic District thus
meets criteria A, B and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

 Initially settled in 1629, Marblehead was one of a small number of early
‘maritime fishing colony experiments (along with™ Gloucéstei;, Dorchester and
Scituate). Unlike Plymouth or nearby Salem, Marblehead was founded as a
commercial:busihess venture by the Merchant Adventurers of London rather

than as a quest for religious freedom or as a result of aristocratic land
acquisition., Led by Matthew Cradock, fishermen, carpenters, joiners, masons,:
and coopers were drawn from Cornwall and the Channel Islands to this rocky '
peninsula and ample protected harbor, an ideal location for a fishing port.

Bringing, their customs, dialects and traditional methods of building and
fishing, a disparate group of intrepid and independent colonists was
attracted to this nonconformist settlement originally located between
Gingerbread Hill and Burial Hill at Little Harbor (Orne-Beacon Street area
at northern end of the district). Among the early inhabitants were:
Pilgrim, Isaac Allerton, deposed assistant ¢overnor of Plymouthj;, Anglican,
Moses Maverick of Noddles Island; Puritans, Rev. Hugh Peters and John'
Humphrey; missionary, William Walton; Lot and Roger Conant, Jr.; and John
- Devereux, reputedly a descendant of Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex.

The nascent fishing port showed “4ihost immediate profits from cod fishery
off the Grand Banks and by 1632 a fleet of eight boats had been constructed.
Their newly constructed 120-ton "Desire" (third built in the colonies) set a
new transatlantic record in 1636, establishing Marblehead, despite its

{Continnadd
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Verbal boundary description and justification = The Marblehead Historic District is roughly
bounded by Waldron Court, Essex Street, Elm Street, Pond Street, Norman Stree:
and Marblehead Harbor; district boundaries follow lot lines and the shoreline

(Continued) B
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By the end of the 17th century, Marblehead was a well established community
composed of 125 houses. Its economy was based on the fishing industry
and settlement was focused at the northeast end of the peninsula between
Gingerbread and Burial Hill. Although approximately 15 houses remain
from before 1700, additions made in the 18th and 19th century have

often substantially altered the building's exterior configuration so

that its original plan is obscured. One such dwelling which clearly
evolved over time is the Waters-Bowen House at 1 Market Square (photo 1 ).
Initially constructed before 1700, the present gambrel roof Georgian
house has vestiges of its original period of construction seen now

only in a wing which still displays an overhang between the first and
second story. Two other late 17th century houses in the district,
however, have remained more substantially intact One is Black Joe's
Tavern at Gingerbread Hill, which is a 2%-story, center chimney house
with a rear lean-to. The other is the Ambrose Gale House, constructed

ca. 1660 at 17 Franklin Street. This building is a simply detailed,
2%-story gable roofed dwelling with end chimneys which renlaced

in the early 18th century the original center one (photo 2 ).

Buildings that date from the Georgian period (1710-1785) predominate

in the district. They range from simple gambrel roof and vernacular
dwellings to fully articulated and major examples of New England Georgian
architecture. This was a period of major economic development for
Marblehead as the fishing industry and merchant trade expanded and
prospered at this time. A reflection of this growth is seen in the

need for the construction of a new town wharf in 1723 and a new town

hall (photo 4 } in 1727. Both still stand in the heart of the district
at the foot and head of State Street. Washington Street also emerged

at this time as a major thoroughfare, which included commercial structures
around the Town Hall or Market Sguare and high-style residential buildigns
east and west of the Sguare. Additional residential development also
evolved at this time on secondary roads (Lee, Hooper, Mugford, and
Darling) off of Washington Street either adjacent or close to Market
Sguare. The impact of this period of prosperity as reflected in the
architectural development within thecommunity is quite significant.

In 1700, 125 houses stood in Marblehead in the present historic district,
in 1750 there were 450 dwellings, and by 1790 there were approximately

700 homes. With most of these structures still standing intact and

in a well preserved state, Marblehead's historic town center represents

a most unusual concentration of 18th century Georgian architecture

in an environment which still reflects through its streetscapes, roadways,
and harborfront this important period of its history.

It is in the residential architecture of this period that the Georgian
"style is most fully represented. Throughout the district, 18th century
frame dwellings abound, ranging from simple two-story half-houses to
fully articulated three-story Georgian style homes with a pedimented
entry. '

{Continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a ' OMB No,1024-0018
Exp.10-31-84

(3-82)

United States Department of the Interior
- National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Marblehead Historic District,
Continuation sheet Marblehead, Mass. item number 7 Page 2

The greatest concentration of this period's high-style residences is
along Washington Street just east and west of Market Square. These
houses are typically three-story, five-bay structures with a low pitch
gable or hip roof, and double interior chimneys. They often feature

a pedimented entry with columns or pilasters, quoins on the building's
corners and a modillioned cornice. The most formal example of this
style is the Jeremiah Lee House (NHL)} at 161 Washington Street. Built
in 1768, this seven-bay, fhree-gtory frame mansion has a rusticated
facade incised with lines to imitate stone blocks. Additional design
elements include a pedimented pavilion, splayed lintels, and a cupola.
Other major residences executed in a similar manner are the Robert
Hooper House at 181 Washington Street (photo 5 ), the Colonel William
Lee House at 185 Washington Street (photo ¢ )}, and the General John
Glover House at 11 Glover Square (NHL}.

Less formal examples of Georgian period buildings are scattered throughout
the district and are often clustered at major intersections such as

Elm, Green, and Mugford Streets (photo 10} or Franklin and Selman
Streets. It is these groupinhgs of buildings Sét c¢ldse to the street
which form the intimate, small scaled streetscapes which give Marblehead
its particular character. These houses are characteristically three-
bay, 2s5-story structures with little ornamental detail. Other typical
dwellings are more substantial, but less formal than those on Washington
Street. They often are five-~bay, two-story structures which feature
dormers, a pedimented entry, and a gambrel roof. Examples of this

form are the Reverend Simon Bradstreet House at 1 Mechanic Street

{photo 7 ), the Lafayette House at 2 Union Street (photo g8 ), and

the Hearth and Eagle House at 30 Franklin Street (photo 9 ).

Institutional buildings which remain from the 18th century are the
Town Hall ({NR 1976, photoc 4 ) at Market Square and the Powder House
{photo 12) at the northwest end of Green Street. The 1727 Town Hall
is located at Market Square which is formed by the intersection of
Washington, Mugford and State Streets. Sheathed in clapboard, the
two-story structure stands on a granite foundation with its principal,
pedimented entry located on the gable end of the building. Similar
in design to residential structures of this period, the Town Hall is
rectangular in plan and has quoins on its four corners.

The Powder House was built in 1755 at the outbreak of the French and
Indian Waxr, and is located on the edge of the district. Circular in
plan, the building is constructed of brick and covered with a large,
shingled, circular dome {photo 12 ).

Buildings dating from the Federal period are significantly fewer in
number than those from the 18th century. Residential structures of
this era tend to be large three-story rectangular blocks located on
the district's major roadways. These dwellings continue the use of

{Continued)
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clapboards for their sheathing with only three being constructed of
brick. Design elements used on these dwellings are typical of the
Federal style and generally include a low hip roof, double endwall
chimneys, and an entry framed by a fanlight. A major example of this
period is the John Blacler House at 7 Pearl Street (photo%13 }. Standing
a full three stories, this 1810 brick, seven-bay house is one of the
district's most formally built in the Federal style. It incorporates
most of the features characteristic of this period - a low pitched
hip roof, 6/6 window sash, splayed lintels, a fanlit doorway, and an
entry portico. Other domestic examples of this style in the district
are: the Captain John Cross House at 8 Washington Square (photo 14 ),
the Quiner House at 75 Pleasant Street {(photo 15), and the Josiah
Cressy House at 131 High Street (photo 16).

Two important non-residential buildings date from the late Federal
period. They are the 0ld North Church and the National Grand Bank,
both of which are located on Washington Street. The church (photo 17),
which represents the oldest congregation in Marblehead, is constructed
" of stone blocks and dates from 1824. Although it incorporates a late
19th century addition, the older portion with its three simple arched
and fanlit entries and three-staged wooden steeple is strongly Federal
in character. The Bank (photo 18 ), located at the intersection of
Washington and Hooper Streets, was built in 1831. Although its five-
bay, two-story form with a gable roof resembles a domestic structure
in plan and elevation, its stone block construction and arched entry
with quoins clearly defines it as a major commercial building.

Although buildings of the mid to late 19th century, as well as those

of the early 20th century, are scattered throughout the district, they

are less prominent and numerous than those of an earlier date. Domestic
structures built early in this time period are often Greek Revival

in style and are generally set gable end to the street with a sidehall

entry and a three-bay plan. Examples of this form are at 4 Washington

Square (photo 19} and 12 Harris Street (photo 20 ). Later 19th and

early 20th century buildings are generally located at the eastern end

of the district in the area surrounding Fort Sewall, the western section

of the nominated area on Waldron and Gregory Streets, and the northern

portion of the district along Pond Street. Houses in these western

and eastern sections are generally quite gpacious and set well back

from the street. They thereby create a different ambience and character

than that found in the denser 17th and 18th century areas of development

which form the majority of the district. These later houses are usually

Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial Revival in style. An exception to

. these modes of design is the 1926 Battahlid House at 2 Crocker Park.
Constructed as a largecastle, this building was made out of the rock

which once formed part of the stone ledge on which the house now stands.

(Continued)
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The houses at 39-55 Pond Street form the northern edge of the district.
Although they are of the same time period and style as those on Gregory,
Waldron and Fort Sewall Terrace, they are smaller in size and simpler
in design and plan.

Non-residential buildings of note constructed during this time period
include a number of those which are civic, religious, and commercial

in use. The most significant of these structures is Abbott Hall (NR, 1974,
photo 21), butlt in 1876 to serve as the community's new municipal building.
This polychromatic and asymmetrical Victorian Gothic building features

a major clock tower and stands prominently on Washington Sguare which

is historically the town's common. One block to the north of this
building on Pleasant Street lies the town's old Post Office. Built

in 1905, this one-story brick building is a fine example of the Classical
Revival style. It features carved limestone classical detailing on

all elevations and arched openings which are set and framed within

recessed limestone panels.

- The Universalist Church on Mugford Street was also built early in the
20th century. This is a gambrel roof, frame building constructed in
the Colonial Revival style. Thus, in its use of material, massing

and form, it is most compatible with the earlier 17th and 18th century
structures which surround it.

The commercial structure which stands out from this period is the M,

A. Pickett Building on the corner of Washington and State Street across
from the Old Town Hall. This 25-story building is located at the eastern
end of a commercial section of Washington Street. Built in 1900, it

is designed in the Colonial Revival style. Its most prominent ornamental
feature is the use of three Palladian windows on the second floor directly
above the storefront level.
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struggle to throw off Salem domination, as a leader in the boatbuilding

and fishing industries. That same year the Massachusetts General Court
appointed two Marblehead citizens, John Humphreys and Rev. Hugh Peters, to
look into the erection of a college; in spite of original intentions to have
it located at Marblehead, the Court eventually selected Newtown (Cambridge)
for the site of Harvard College. '

After two decades of difficulties with Salem, Marblehead was incorporated
as a separate town in 1648. The increasing volume of fish and profits

from this industry soon attracted new colonists (fion commoners) who won
equal rights in courts in 1676. With permanency and prosperity came a self-
conscious effort for town improvements in the 1670s and 1680s:  the
meetinghouse was enlarged twice (the second time in 1672% and the first
school house erected (1675); by-laws called for guality contrxol of fish and
anti-pollution, horse and harbor traffic control, and a Town Crier %o
circulate the news. Marblehead's catch records (e.g., 8,400,000 pounds

of fish valued at £37,500 sterling) during the second half of the 17th
century prompted the new Royal Commissioner, Samuel Maverick, to report
‘that Marblehead was "the greatest Towne for fishing in New England."

By the mid 17th century, the town began to expand past the Little Harbor;
the Great Bay offered anchorage for larger ships and houses were constructed
to the south and west. The area of early settlement in the 17th century

at Orne-Beacon Streets and Gingerbread and Burial Hills still retains much
of the characteristic qualities of this initial period. Among the early ‘
buildings associated with significant individuals and/or important historical
themes are the Ambrose Gale House, 17 Franklin Street, ca. 1685 (photo 2 )
and Black Joe's Tavern, Gingerbread Hill (photo 3 ). A gable roofed First
Period dwelling which remains substantially intact, the former house was
constructed for Ambrose Gale, an early arriver at Marble Harbor. A
successful fisherman, plaster merchant and large landowner (he owned most
of the Franklin Street area including the point where Fort Sewall is), '
Gale was elected selectman from 1656-1682 and served the town in numerous

other capacities.

Black Joe's Tavern is a well preserved lean-to house located on a winding
road which existed before 1682. In the 19th century it was owned and
operated as a tavern by "Black Joe" (Joseph Brown); son of a Gay Head
Indian and a Negress, he was a locally notable patriot.

Burial Hill itself contains the graves of earliest settlers at Marblehead

and subseguent inhabitants and includes numerous fine examples of funeary

art form the late 17th through mid 19th century. The .two earliest stones
date from 1681l and 1690.

{Continued)
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The 17th century, however, drew to a close in a depression brought about
by the English Navigation Acts (1651), British political upheavals and
conflict between Puritan and Anglican influences. With the loss of the
generowus Massachusetts Bay Charter and subsequent loss of local government,
plus defeat in Canada and local witchcraft hysteria, Marblehead's maritime
economy lost much of its impetus. Resident fishermen were reduced to
supplying profitable fish cargoes to large Salem and Boston merchantmen
moored im the harbor rather than making the transoceanic trading journeys
themselves.

Nonetheless, by the second decade of the 18th century, the town's residents
including merchants, seamen, and pastors demonstrated Marblehead's resiliency,
pressing for resumption of foreigh trade and infusion of fresh capital for
construction of larger, sturdier schooners., The period from 1710-1785,
consequently, saw Marblehead's ascendency in the maritime trades and

marks her most significant period of prominence reflected in the street
layouts, open- spaces and densely clustered Georgian period residential,
commercial and institutional architecture which remain- today. Town auditors
and surveyors worked on new roads, a school house, sale of common lands and
laid out the Training Field at Washington Square. With the construction

of St. Michael's Church (1714; NR 1973, a new Town Wharf at State and

Front Street (1723} and Town House (1727, photo 4 }, the focus of town
relocated from its original location to face onto Great Harbor with its
commercial hub at Market Sguare.

A premier fishing and trading seaport rivaling Salem both in population and
foreign commerce, Marblehead ships salled to Bilboa, Barbadoes, Azores, ;
Italy, France, England and Murmorsk, returning with salt, sugar, gold, silver,
wines, damasks and brocades, as well as metal tools, 2An influx of crafts- :
men and artisans provided skills to work those materials and to build and
furnish the new homes erected by wealthy sea captains and merchants.

Testimony to this great period in Marblehead's history is the fact that
between 1750 and 1790 the number of houses in the town nearly doubled.

Among the most affluent and influential of the town's merchants who built
high~-style residences were Jeremish Lee (161 Washington Street, 1768,

NHL), William Lee (185 Washington Street, photo 6 ) and "King"

Robert Hooper (181 Washington Street, photc 5}. Sea captains,
artlsans, shop keepers and other profe551onals also built less ostentatlous
houses in great numbers throughout the district (e.g., Elm, Green and

Mugford Streets, photo 10; 1 Mechanic Street, photo 7 ; 6 Union Street,
photo 11 ; and 30 Franklin Street, photo 9 ).

Despite increased social and economic stratification, the fact that
everyone lived cheek by jowl, and that the continued success and prosperity
of all were tightly interwoven, a general unity was maintained within the
town. To protect the town's investments, the fortifications at Fort

Sewall were strengthened (1742) and a powderhouse erected at a protected
intand site in 1755 (photo 12 ).

(Continued)
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International merchant shipping and fish transport continued largely
unabated despite antagonizing British tariffs, duties and naval harassment;
smuggling became a widely accepted practice aided by the skill of Marble-
head's mariners and the speed of her boats. This tenacity and cunning
played a significant role in guiding both Marblehead and the Colonies
through the Revolution. ' Although a number of wealthy merchants such as
Thomas Robie, King Hooper and Benjamin Marston became conservative Tories
and fled to England and Halifax, the majority --e.g., Lees, Glovers, Ornes,
and Gerrys -- demonstrated their patriotism by investing their fortunes

in freedom. '

In addition to the general contributions of troops, supplies and support,
Marblehead ships and sailors worked as privateers, caturing British warships
and supplies; along with similar efforts by other colonial seaports, these
fleets formed the precursor of the United States Navy. Commodore Manley,
Captains Mugford Broughton, Selman, and others had homes within the district.
Two additional residents of note during this period were: Elbridge Gerry,
representative to the Continental Congress, Washington's "treasurer,"”
later Massachusetts Governor and Vice President under James Madison
(1813-1814; died in office); and General John Glover who led Marblehead
troops at numerous Revolutionary battles and is perhaps best known for
escorting General George Washington's troops across the Delaware River

to victory at Trenton (11 Glover Square, NHL).

Like most communities, Marblehead suffered greatly during the Revolution.
Figures from the 1780s record 459 widows and 865 orphans residing in the
town. With no capital to resume foreign trade, the town economy

relied on fishing which brought a partial return to the prosperity of the
pre-war years. During the decades at the turn of the 19th century, the
Marblehead fishing fleet possessed the largest and best fishing schooners
in New England. Mackeral and codfish from the Great Banks was exported to
France, Spain and the West Indies for high prices. In accord with this
commercial success an insurance company and bank were formed; the latter,
the National Grand Bank of 1831 ( 2 Hooper St. ) remains a major and well
designed Federal style institutional building in the commercial center
(photo 18, ). Marblehead's oldest religious congregation also erected a
substantial granite church during this period ( 01d North Church, Washington

Street, photo 17 ).

The town's population, however, increased by only 239 inhabitants between
1790 and 1810 resulting in limited new construction and preserving the
district's distinctive Georgian period characteristics. Among the best
examples of residential architecture from this period are: the John Blacler

House, 7 Pearl Street (photo 13)}; the Captain John Cross House, 8
Washington Street (photo 14); the Quiner House, 75 Pleasant Street
{photo 15} ; and the Josiah Cressy House, 131 High Street {(photo 167.

Two notable Marblehead men of this period were Joseph Story and Samuel
Sewall. ©Still the youngest Justice ever appointed to the United States

(Continued)
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Supreme Court, Story exerted a great influence in the fields of both

law practice and law education. BAlso a statesman, Sewall practiced law
in Marblehead, was elected to Congress and later served as Chief Justice
of Massachusetts (appointed 1814); the fort at Gale's Point was renamed
Fort Sewall in his honor.

The embargos of the War of 1812 in combination with the advent of the shoe
production industry which transformed North Shore fishing ports after 1815
instituted major changes in Marblehead's economic base for the duration

of the 19th century. Fishing became a seasonal occupation, augmented by

the manufacture of footwear. In the 1820s the town was producing over one
million pairs of shoes annually, worth twice the average catch of the fishing
fleet. In the years after the Civil Wdr, five million pairs or 10 percent

of the New Englamd total were being shipped out of Marblehead.

The seafarlng tradition; however, continued throughout the 19th century.

A navigator of note, Marblehead native Josiah P. Creesy (13 High Street) was
world-renowned for his speed records aboard the clipper "Flying Cloud"; in
1851, numerous local seamen commanded additional clippers and later, the
Unlon 5 naval vessels during the Civil War.

Towards the end of the 19th century, Marblehead emerged a popular summer
resort and yatching center, supplying several early America’s Cup
skippers (1885-1887). Prominent industrialists built large, spacious,
architect~designed houses, particularly at Sewall's Point.

While some expansion of the commercial center at Market Square
also occurred, the majority of new residential and commercial construction
activity was located outside the district itself. The most prominent
building erected in the district during this period, Abbott Hall, Washington
Street (photo 21) was the gift of a Marblehead native, Benjamin Abbott;
housed in the hall is the renowned painting, "The Spirit of '76" (1817,
Archibald Willard), given to the town by John Devereux. Among the
artists inspired by the charm of Marblehead during this period were Childe
Hassam (who designed the masthead of the local newspaper) and Maurice
Pendergast.

The extraordinarily well preserved historic character of the Marblehead
Historic District can be attributed to a number of factors: a deep sense

of history and pride in the community; hilly terrain and historical building
patterns which discourage a major thoroughfare; vigilant fire protection; and
increasing preserxrvation awareness and efforts. The latter resulted in the
formation in 1968 of two local historic districts~-Gingerbread Hill and

0ld Town--which are monitored by the 01d and Historic Districts Commission
and are encompassed within this proposed National Register district. Never-
'theless, housing, commercial and tourist pressures continue to intensify; it
is hoped that National Register designation will provide yet another tool

to help preserve one of the Commonwealth's most significant resources.

(Continued)
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Archaeology

In addition to the architectural and historical significance of Marblehead
Historic District's above-ground resources, the area should be considered
to contain below-ground resources which have the potential to yield
important information for our understanding of the past. The intensive -
and diverse land use which has occurred for over 350 years has most likely
resulted in a wide temporal and functional range of subsurface remains
related to the historic and perhaps prehistoric periods. Research-

guided investigation utilizing archaeological technigues may address
questions concerning settlement patterns, social stratification, trade,
commerce and industry and domestic life, to mention a few. The Marblehead
Historic District offers an unusual opportunity to examine numerous aspects
of our culture, through physical remains, as it changed over time.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Continued)

Morison, Samuel Elijoft, Maritime History of Massachusetts. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1921. '

10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (Continued)

These boundaries were selected to include the contiguous areas known as
Gingerbread Hill and 0ld Town which constitute and site of original
settlement and the historic town center, respectively.
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