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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The rowhouses at 157-31§5 East 78th Street are among the oldest

rowvhouses. on Manhattan's Upper East Side,
eleven houses, they illustrate’ the format
row of nearly uniform houses, an im
The five remaining houses,
one residence in 1911)
working—or middle-class families.
structure commonly built at the tim
his own architect, drawin
for each house in the row

were built in 18

Built . originally as a group of
ion of a'éeveral*hundred—footﬁ1on?
portant architectural theme.of the era,
Numbers 157-165 (163-165 were joined to form
61 by speculator Henry Armstrong for
They are excellent examples of a type of
e by the speculator-builder who acted as
g up one standard plan and then merely duplicating

_..Sturdy and simple in ornamentation, the vernacular brick rowhouses on
East 78th Street are in wonderful contrast to the more elegant brownstones

and marble mansions being built at the same time.
c~architectural elements of the ITtalianate style,
was adapted to middle=-and workifg~class rowhouses. ,
ral and Greek Revival periods. had been up to
rising price of land forced the Builder of modest

e, Beginning in the-1850s,
g-class families shrank from twenty—-five
While more elegant rowhouses.of the period
with a basement, these simpler residences
addition they are built of Brick, a more
than brownstone which was commonly used for

wealthy,

luxurious royhouses of. the Fede
thirty feet wide, the
homes to erect, hou
rowhouses of middle-~and workin
to twenty or eighteen feet.?
were. four or five stories ‘high
are only two .stories high. In
economical building material

, more expensive residences. =

ses on narrower lots

They illustrate how the
popular in residencesfor the

Whereas the

The

In 1860 New York was rapidly}ekpanding northward, Fifth Avenue south of

42nd Street was already lined with palatial mansions.
for the future city had been developed and a syr
the streets above 42nd Street had bee
East 78th Street in 1860 John Turner,
A row of eleven brick houses,

28,

n graded.

A street grid plan
vey completed, but few of
Following the opening of
a painter, purchased lots 24 through

only five of which remain today, were

erected for Turner the following year by Henry Armstrong, a buillder and

speculator,

Infrequent groups of r
1860, in the area notth of 42nd S
Yorkers who, for lower h
of time commuting, 4

owhouses were being constructed, after
treet and east of Fifth Avenue for New
ousing costs, did not mind spending longer amounts

_ Tpe row remains today as a handsome component of the streetscape and
a @istinctive example of the style and type of housing built in the 1860s

on Manhattan's Upp

: See Continuation Sheet

er East Side for working-and middle-class New Yorkers.
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East 78th Street

157 = 5. Stinor Gimbel
665 Madison Avenue ‘
New York, N.Y. 10021

159 - Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Barron .
159 East 78th Street
New York, N.¥. 10021

161 - Racelle Strick
161 East 78th Street
New York, N.¥. 10021

163 & 165 - Elinor Gimbel
163 East 78th Street
New York, N.¥. 10021
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